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4, The Deduction of Government «mong Men. 


4. The Rule when Hereditary Succeffion is Loft. 
g. The Laws of England. 

6. Rom. xiii. 1. Explain’de 

4. The Four Great Monatchies. 


. The Theo-Crafie of the Jews. And their Defiring a King. ; 
Z The Ordinary pf National Government of the 12 Tribes from Jofhua to Saul, was in the 


Priefthood. | 





From Satucbap November the roth. 


to Saturday November the 17th. 1705. 





OU have now: fhew'd 
me,Mafter, the Origi- 
nal of Government, firft 

Inftisuted by God among the Angels of Heaven. 
And that without this, there cou’d not be 
Order, though in Heaven, among Bleffed Spirits, 
and Free from Sin. As they are Now ; yet Now 
are Rang’d in their Hierarchy of Angels, Arch- 
Angels, Cherubin, Seraphin, Domsinations, Princi- 
palities, Powers &c. 

(2.) That there is no other way of Re- 
belting againft God, but by Rebeding againft his 
Inftitutions, againft thofe Governeurs whom he 
has fet over us. For that he do’s Govern A#- 
diatly, that is, by his Deputies whom he Jmpow- 
ers, as well in Heaven, as on Earth. 

That Rebelling from under thefe AAEDIATE 
Governcus, was the Sinof Lucifer. And the firft 
Sin. Whence came a] other Sins; and all 44- 
feries to the Rebel Angels, as well as to Men, and 
Hehit elf. 

( 3.) Then you have Deduc’d Government 
among Mex, from the Beginning, from the firft 
Man Created, down thro” all Pofterities, to 
this Day. And fhew’d the Rule of Government, 
and of Succeffion, all along. 

( 4.) And when the firf Rule of Succeffion in 
the Primo-Geniture, was quite Loft and Broken 
in fome Nations ; that then Pofleffion was the 
only Right, and theonly Rule. As among the 
—_ and Romans, in their Confus’d Popular 

tate, 

And their not fticking to this Rule, but ri- 
fing up againft the Poffeffor, by thofe who had 
no Right to it, was the Caufe of that Difmal 
Ruin and Confufior, which was vifible among 
thefe Greeks and Romans, mere than any other 
People upon the Face of the Earth. And makes 
them very unfit Precedents for any People,in their 
Wits, to follow. As Unfit as Poland at this Day. 

(5) Laftly you have fhew’d, to my great 
Satistaction, that what you have faid is not 
Meerly a Notion or Imagination of your own, or 
Starting any ew or Un-Common thing: Bat 
you have Fortify’d it with the known Statutes 
and Laws of England. And foilow’d our Ho- 
amlies in taking the Rife of Rebellion from Lu- 
cifer ; and inall the Dedséttons you have made 
from thence, of Divine Right in our Kings; 
and the Unlawfullne/s of Refifting them by Arms, 
even tho’ Wicked Men or Tyrants ; and that it 
isno other than a Rebelling again{t God, whofe 
Vice-Gerents they are; and the greatelt Ruin 

and Deftruétion to a People, by overturping Go- 
vernment, and letting them all Loofe upon one 
another, which Caufes greater Mi/chief and-Con- 

fufion to the People, than any ever befel them 
by any Tyrant whatfoever. All which is fully 
laid out in the Six Homilies againtt : wilful Re- 
bellion. And thefe Homilies are all Confirm’d by 
AZ of Parliament ; and Enjoin’d to be Sabe 


1. Country-man.F 


every one Inferted by Name in our 39 Articles, 
So that I iee not how any Cax/e can be better 
Confirm’ d.Or what is Poffibte to be Anfwer’d to it: 

(6.) You have likewife Clear’d another 
Doubt was upon my Mind, concerning the Ro- 
man Emperors, in the time of our B. Saviour, 
and the Apofties. For Ithought they had beer 
Hereditary, and that however Dis-Poffe/s’d, yet 
that Obedience was due to him in Poffeffion, tho” 
an Ufurper. And that this was the Meaning of 
Rom: xiiis 1. There is no Power but of God; the 
Powers that be, are Ordain'd of God. That we 
ought. to Submit to any one that was in Power, 
tho’ an Oliver, without any Coufideration of 
whofe Right he Invaded. And I have Read this 
very Text Quoted for Submiffion to Oliver. 

But you have fhew’d me, that thefe Roman 
Emperors did Invade no Bodies Right. For that 
the Government was not then Hereditary; that 
neither People nor Senate, as Deriving from the 
People, cou’d have any Right. Aud therefore, 
that the Apoftles, in their Jnjunttions of Obedia 
ence to the Government, took no Norice either 
of the Peeple, or the Senate; but Conmmanded 
Submiffion only to the Emperor, and to Governors, 
as Commiffioned by the Emperor; as being the 
only Fountain of Power, under God; and who had 
his Power from God, and not from the People. 
There being Then no other Right but Poffffion!; 
which Convey’d the Right from Ged, when He 
had Given no better Right to any Other. For 
that There is no Power but of God. Therefore 
not of the People. Unlefs the Voice of the Peo- 
ple, be the Voice of Ged. Which you have {6 
Expos’d, that I fuppofe we fhall hear no more 
of that Foolifh as well as Wicked Pretence. And 
there is no other way Peffible, whereby the 
People can Convey the Power of God. 

But that bare Poffeffiox, tho’ with the Voice 
of the People, do’s not give Right in Hereditary 
Monarchies, where God had given the Right 
to Another, is Plain from the Jnftances you have 
nam’d of David and Abfalom, of Joafh and Arhaa 
liah, and there are many others. 

But thereis one thing I want ftill, AZafer, 
if you wou’d give me Leave, not for Proof, 
for I think That fofficiently done; but for 
further Iiuftration, and to obviate Objeétions. 

( 7.) You have fhew’d me the Deduction 
of Government through the Four Great Ales 
narchies, from the Golder Head or Age of Pure 
and Un-mixt MONARCHY, with the various 
Encroachments of the People upon it, to their 
own further and further Deftruétion ; till they 
came at laft to the Feet of Jron and Clay, when 
the Afonarcby was Blended and Mixt with Po- 
palar Government ; which made the Jron Age 
of Violence and Confufion, For the /ronand the 
Clay, Monarchy and Popular Government cou’d 
never A4ix; but the one was always Fealons of 
and ‘Encroahing upon the other, and Beating 
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(%..) But Mafter, in this Deduétion of Goverwment,: 
you have-faid nothing of the ‘ews; who, as you.have 
thew’d me before, N. 64. were Govern’d by a Theo-Crafie, 
and more Immediate Direétion of God, than any Nation 
upon the Earth; and therefore were call’d the Lot of His 
Inheritance. He gave them Captains and Fudges upon E- 
mergent Occafions, when he thought fit; which is the 
Proper Office of a King: He gave them Laws from his 
own Mouth; andthe Miraculous Urim and Thummim for 
their Direfion, in Particular Cafes which thofe Laws did 
not Reach. And many other ways, he fhew’d himfelf the 
King of that People,ina more Pesular Manner, than of. 
any ther Nation. 

You have fhew’d me likewife, that their defire of a 
King, after.the. Manner of the Nations round about, was 
not a-Change.of the Species.af their Government; for 
God their King was an Abfolute Monarch : Bat that it was, 
a Change of the Perfon.of their King,from the Great GOD 
Himfelf, to '2 Mortal Mun, whom they cou’d See, and 
who fhou’d Goin and out before them, andfight their Bat- ' 
gles. They gtew Weary of -an Invifible King, for they 
wanted Faith., Ghough theyhad fo many times Expe- 
rienced Hisowonderful Deliwerances, and His Cougueft of | 
all their Enemies. 

But thefe Captains and Fudges whom God rais’d up were 
not Hereditary, nor Conftant among them. ‘They were 
Rais'd up upon Particular Occafions, to Deliver them when 
they were Opprefs’d and Subdu’d by their Enemies. This 
was not thc Comman and Conftant FORME of their Govern- 
ment, Therefore, pray, Mafter, Inform me what their 
Con/ftitution was, and the Ordinary and Stated Model of their 
Government, under God their King, from Fofbwa to Saul, 
their firft Kay. 

9. Rehearjal. Every Tribe had one Chief Father Captain, 
Bead or Prince over them, as they are Call’d, Num. 1. 
16. Princes of the Tribes of their Fathers, Heads of Thou- 
fands in Irael. And Chap. vii-’2. The Princes of ‘Irael, 
Heads of the Houfe of their Fathers, who were the Princes 
of the Tribes. This was Hereditary. And Defcended tothe 
BPideft Som of the Eldef Houfe or Family ot Bach Tribe. 
Accordingly when they were Number’d, they went by 
the Primo-Geniture, as you find it, Numb. 1. 20. And 
she Children of Reuben, Ifrael’s Elde& Son, by their Gee 
erations, after their Families, by the Houfe of their Fa- 
shers——- were 45500. And foof the Reft of the Tribes, ac- 
cording to the Primo-Geniture. And Chap. 2. The Head 
of Each Tribe is Nam’d, who is Call’d Captain of that 
Tribe. As he was likewife call'd Ruler, and Prince of his 
Tribe. Num. xxxiv. 18, 22. ec. And 1 Chr. xxvii. 16. 
The Ruler of the Renbenites was Eliezer, And fo of the Reft. 
And ver. 22, Thefe were the Princes of the Tribes of Iracl. 
So that Afead, Ruler Captain, Prince, or Father of fuch a 
Tribe meant the fame thing. The Government was-the 0- 
tiginal Power of the Fatkerbood. And the Succeffion was 
by the Right of Primo-Geniture. And that not only o- 
ver his‘own Particular. Family over his own Sons ; but 
over all their De/cendents, and all their Families, tho’ En- 
creasd tomany Thoufands. 

Country m. This is a fttong Confirmation of what you 
have {poken before concerning the Authority of the Fa- 
therbood 5 and the Right of its Succeffion in the Primo-Geni- 
ture. 

But now, as to the SubjeZ we are upon, the Government 
of this Nation, confifting of 12 Tribes, from Fofhua to 
Saul this feéms to fet up 12. Nations or Tribes, all Inde- 
pendent of each other. For I:fuppofe one Tribe had no 
Authority over.another Tribe. How then were they one 
Nation ¢? Wherein did their Principle of Unity Contift, 
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ic land aby Ged) or msnpbeseules oon eee 
the or unto she €,even shat 
and thou {hale put aveay the Evil from \{rael. Fryar 
ple foal! Hear and Fear, end-dono-more meufly. 
Here. it is faid, that cheyfhou’d:go' tothe Prietly @ 
to the Fudge that fhou’d bein thofe days. But if 
no Fudge, as there was not in the Ordinary Form of they 
Government, then the Decifion was in the Priefs. Ang 
this was not only in Spiritus} ‘or Ecclefiaftical Matters but 
as the Cafe is. put, ver. 8. im! Controver{y bermeey ; 
and Blood, between Plea and Plea, and between. Stroke and 
Stroke. ios 

Nay even when there wasa Fudge or. Captain over ai 
the Tribes, Rais'd up by God, {ie or wee Chietiy fae 
War. And, except in Cafes Particularly Commanded him 
by God, the Decifion of all Comtroverfies, and Declaratigg 
of the Lam, lay Ulsimately in the High-Prieft, whofe Ay. 
thority, was, in many Relpeéts, Superior to that even of 
the Fudge. Thus God, when He appointed. Fafbua to fuc- 
ceed Mofes, faid, Num. xxvii. 21, And be(Jothua) 
land before Eleazar the Prieftywbho fall ask Counfel for bim, 
afterthe, Fudgment of Urim befgre the Lord ; ar bis worg 

all they Go out, and at bis Word they foall Come in, 
both che “and all the. Children of Mrael with him, evep 
all the ‘Congregation. - The Stated Authority, and the 
Succeffion of it Hereditarily, according to the, Primo 
Geniture, was in the High-Prieft. That of the Fudges was 
Temporary. And therefore Reckon’d Inferior to that of 
the Prieft. Thus the Commiffion given to Mofes was Ex. 
traoriinary, and Temporary, and only \Perfonal in him. But 
the High-Priefthood, and the Jnberitance of it was Givén, 
according to the Primo-Geniture, to his.Elder Brother 
Aarons Who, therefore in the Genealogy is put before 
Mofes, Exod. vi. 26. Thefe are that Aaron and Mofes, t» 
whom the Lord faid, Bring out the ‘Children of Irael from 
Egypt. Aaron was 3 Yeats Elder than. Mofes Exod. vii, 
7° Therefore here is Reckon’d before him. Tnough Mo- 
fes was the Principal in that Deliverance out ot Egypt. 

And thus, tho’ Fofbua was the Principal in the Conquel 
of Canaan, yet when itcame to an Aét of Authority, ‘a 
in the Dividing of the Land, the Preference*is given by 
God Himfelfto Eleazar. Num, xxxiv. 17. And the Lord 
Spake unto Mofes faying, Thefe are the Names of the Men 
which fall Divide the Land unto you, Eleazar the Prieft and 
Jofhua the Son ef Nun. And ye fhall take one Prince of 
every Tribe. Andthe Names of the Princes are thére fet 
down who were Join’d with Eleazar and Fofhua, for the 
Dividing of the Land. And it is faid, Ffofh. xix. 51. Thefe 
are the Inberitances which Eleazar the Prieft and Jofhua 
the Son of Nun, and the Heads of the Fathers of she Tribes 
of the Children of Iftael divided by Lot, in Shiloh before 
the Lord, at the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congrege- 
tion. The Preference is ftill given to Eleazar before Fo- 
fhua. The Unity of tite 12 Tribes was Censer’d in Eleazer, 
The High-Prieft was their Conftant Supreme Governour. 

There is Another thing, which fhew’d the, Unity of 
the 12 Tribes,and made them one People; that as there 
was but one Prie/thood appointed for them all: So there 
was one Place wherein only Sacrifices were offer’d, and 
their Solemz Feafts Celebrated. And tothis Placeall the 
Tribes were Commanded to Affémble, and that Frequent- 
ly. Thus itis faid, Deut. xvi. 16. Three times in 4 year 
hall all thy Males appear before the Lord thy God, in the Place 
which He fhall Choofe, in the Feaft of Un-leavened Bread, 
and in the Feajt of weeks; and in the Feaft of Tabernacles. 
This Place in the Time of the Fudges was Shilob, where 
the Tabernacle was fet up, and the Houfe of the Lord Built. 
Fofh. xviii. 1. Fudg. XViile 31. 1. Sam. 1. 3.7. as it was 
afterwards at Ferufalem. Of which David fays, Pfal. cxxii. 
Ferufalem is a City at Unity init felf, for thither she Tribes 
go up, to the Teftimeny of Ifrael, to give Thanks unto the 
Name.of the Lord. The fame was to be {aid of Shileb be- 
fore. Here was the Unity of the 12 Tribes, which made 











when they had no Fudge ? For their Fudges were not Con- 
ftant nor Hereditary, but'Rais’d up by God their King, ! 
upon Extraordinary Occafions, And Iam Enquiring into | 
their Ordinary Forin of Government. 

Rehearf. The Principle of Unity among the 12 Tribes, 
and their Ordinary Form of Government, when they had | 
no Fudge, was in the Aigh-Prieft; and the other Prieffs : 
under him. Thefe were Generattoall the Tribes, They 
were the Ultimate Fudges of all,Controverfy, even in Ci- 
wil Affairs. They Refided atthe Place which God. fhou’d 
Choole, for their Publick Worpip. And thither the Tribes 
were togo upto them for Fudgment, in Cafeswhich cou’d 
not be Decided by the Prince or Ruler in each Tribe. As 
it is Written Deut. xvii. 8. &c. Jf there arife.a Marrer 
t90 bard for thee in Fudgment,— withia thy Gates, then 
foalt thou, axifeyand get thee inte the Place which the Lord 
iy God. {ral Choofe: And thex Me come unto the Priétts 
she Levites,and unto the Fudge that fhall be in thofe days, and 
Enquire; And rhey-fhall foew rhee' the Sentence of Fudgment. 
And chou foalt do according tothe. fentence which they of that 
Place (whieh the, Lord thy God jbal Choofe) foall foew shee, 


aud. thou foals Obferve to do according, so all shat they. Inform 











movrgh { dt, was found, inthe Rebelions of Abfaiom, and Sheba. 


them one Peopleand Nation. 

And if this had lafted, they muft always have Remain’d 
Oné. So Sure a Cement is Religion to Government. There 
fore when Feroboam broke otf the Ten Tribes, he Alter’é 
both the Priefthood, and the Place ofWorfbip, Kor he faid, 
1 Kin. xii. 27. If this People go up to do Sucrifiice in the 
Houfe of the Lord at Jeruialem, then fhall the-Heart of jthis 
People turn again unto their Lord, even unto Rehoboam, 
King of Judah, and they foall flay me, and go again to Relw- 
boam Xing of Judah. Sohe Divided their Religion, that 
he might Divide the Kingdom. And yet the Differeyce 
was not. fo Great, as fome might think ; it was uly aif 
ferent Priefts, and Different Places of Worfhip. But not 
only the Divifion of Both Church and State did follow; 
but likew#e, Errors in Doftrine,even to ddplatry. As.one 
Sin commonly Begets another. 

And it is Remarkable, and miay be of Ufe'to all Go- 
vernments to.Obferve,; that God fo Guarded thé 'Govern- 
ment ofthe Fews, by a ftriét Conformity and: Union in 


Wotfbip;thaowithour a Sebifm in the Chutch, no Rebellion 


againit/the State cou’d be of any long Covsinuances As 
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